Analysis of Japanese textbooks using the "Vocabulary Level Checker™

KawamuraY oshiko Tokyo International University

The Vocabulary Level Checker (VLC) automatically compares all the words in the text with the
wordsintheliststakenfromthefourlevel sintheJapaneselL anguageProficiencyTestandshowsthel evel of
eachword. It also makesa list of theactual words found a each level andgivesthenumberofoccurrences,
showing thepercentage for each level. Inthispaper,eightJapanese textbookswere analyzedusing the VLC
in order to examine the relationbetweenthesupposed level of difficultyoftextsandthelevel of vocabulary.
This analysis reveds that the intermediate textbooks contain many unknown words for intermediate level

students; 30%ofthewordswoul dbeunknowntointermediatel evel students, and 10% for advanced students.
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A Coursein Modern Japanese

OCR
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Technical Report, NAIST-IS-TR97007.

kyuugai  1kyu 2kyu 3kyu 4kyu

kanji 1% 5% 21% 30% 43%
0% 7% 40% 27% 26%
0% 9% 45% 26% 20%
goi 6% 0% 8% 11% 75%
10% 3% 20% 12% 56%
9% 4% 20% 12% 55%

kyuugai  1kyu 2kyu 3kyu 4kyu
kanji 0.005% 0.027% 0.183% 0.540%
0.007% 0.053% 0.162% 0.323%
0.009% 0.060% 0.159% 0.245%
goi 0.000% 0.002% 0.013% 0.085%
0.001% 0.004% 0.014% 0.063%
0.001% 0.004% 0.014% 0.062%



