Proceedings: The Third International Conference on CASTEL/J"2002

Implementation and Evaluation of a Computer-Based Reading Comprehension
Program for Students from Non-Kanji Backgrounds

Kawamura Yoshiko Tokyo International University)

The author introduced an Internet-based reading tutorial system to the students and incorporated
its use into the teaching curriculum at Vienna University. Student evaluations of this class were very
high, and they found the Internet based tutorial system particularly to be helpful for finding and reading
information about Japan. However, introducing this technology into the language classroom revealed
also a need to help students from non-kanji backgrounds in order to improve their reading skill. This
study presents how the reading comprehension program was modified and how students were taught to
guess the meaning and reading of each kanji and kanji combination.
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